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CAV Chinese School Curriculum Framework 
(教学大纲一览表) 

Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

The most basic 
stages of Chinese 
language 
education 

Kinder 
& Prep 

Children in preschool 
class learn greetings, 
numbers, family 
members, colour 
recognition and body 
parts, etc. 

On the basis of the 
knowledge learned in 
the Kindergarten, the 
preschool class begins 
to learn Pinyin initials, 
finals and four tones; 
learn to sing nursery 
rhymes, learn to write a 
word every week; 
recognize Chinese 
numbers / family 
members / colours / sta
tionery / pets, farm 
animals / fruits, 
etc.; Learn to speak 
simple classroom 
language and polite 
language. 

In teaching, teachers can subtly impart 
Chinese listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills to children by playing games, 
singing children's songs, telling stories, 
doing art work, show & tell, etc. In addition, 
we must fully tap the children's potential to 
learn Chinese, and develop children's 
intelligence, creativity and practical 
ability. Teachers should work closely with 
parents to familiarize and understand each 
child's different family backgrounds and 
personal interests, and combine group 
teaching with individual counseling so that 
each child can understand the teacher's 
lectures and speak more Chinese. 

Gradually allow children to read pictures 
and write simple single characters. 

Say one’s name, age, father, mother, 
colour, Chinese numerals, animals , 
stationery, etc. Try to teach children to 
recognize basic everyday Chinese 
characters. 

"Children's Chinese" 
and other teaching 
materials; 

"Happy Chinese for 
Kindergarten Class", 
and "Happy Chinese for 
Prep Textbooks and 
Workbooks 1 and 2" 
(written by CAV 
Teachers) 

This stage is very important. 
The teacher should help the 
child adapt to the school's 
learning environment and help 
develop the child’s interest in 
learning Chinese. This is the 
primary task of preschool 
teaching. The Kinder class 
finishes the textbook at end of 
the year; while the Prep class 
finishes both Textbooks 1 and 
2 and Workbooks 1 and 2 by 
the end of the year. 

Beginners stage to 
recognize Chinese 
characters 

Year 1 Review the knowledge 
that Prep has learned; 
continue to learn Pinyin 
(Double Pinyin / Triple 
Pinyin); four tones; the 

Connect with the teaching of the preschool 
classes, and gradually deepen the teaching 
content, still focusing on learning Pinyin, 
simple dialogues, and recognizing 
words, we must do everything possible to 

"Chinese" first textbook 
and exercise book, 
Chinese pinyin and 
pinyin wall chart 

There are new words in this 
book 130 or so in this grade. 
Students should be able to 
distinguish the four tones, and 
Pinyin and short texts (refer to 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

teaching of the first 
volume of Chinese; 
learn the radicals of the 
characters and the 
correct stroke orders; 
be able to use the new 
word groups that have 
been learned to make 
sentences. Learn to 
sing nursery rhymes; 
be able to speak 
classroom language 
and polite language 
and simple dialogue. 

Textbook: Chinese 1 

create an environment where students listen 
to and speak Chinese. Teachers should 
insist on mainly speaking Chinese Mandarin 
in classroom teaching, supplemented by 
English to help students understand, and 
also ask students to speak more Mandarin 
in and out of the classroom. At this stage, 
"writing" is not the main thing, the main 
thing is to speak, read, and listen, with 
appropriate games, handcrafts, etc. You 
can also do the " Role Play " , or " Show 
and Tell " and other oral practice, enhance 
verbal skills of children. You can also play 
games outside the classroom, such as 
"Eagle catching a chick", "Lost 
handkerchief" and so on. 

Make sure students are able to read simple 
Pinyin with accurate tones; learn stroke 
orders; radicals and structure of new words; 
can preliminarily use new words and 
phrases that have been learned to make 
sentences. Can recognize, speak and write 
simple Chinese characters and simple 
words. Can use simple classroom terms: 
hello, teacher, please come in, sit down, 
thank you, good morning, etc.; sentence 
pattern: This is ... , that is ... , I am ... , I 
love ... , and many more. 

the Textbook, Workbooks and 
Teacher’s book.)  
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

Foundation stage 1 Year 2 Study Chinese 2. 

Continue to learn and 
consolidate Pinyin; 
learn 
quantifiers /radicals and 
group words. 

Introduce the 
pronunciation rules of 
Chinese characters; 
use simple polite 
expressions and 
classroom expressions 
in the classroom; tell 
the time and date or the 
content and topics 
related to the text 

As with some activities in the above two 
grades, teachers can appropriately arrange 
different activities and avoid rigid 
teaching. Still focusing on cultivating 
students' interests (refer to the activities 
above). 

Students should be able to recognize pinyin 
and tones more accurately; can recognize, 
speak and write basic, simple and 
commonly used Chinese characters in the 
text, and can express daily activities with 
simple sentences. Learn basic radicals. Will 
use "please ..." , I have ... , I like ... , I 
will ... , and ... , can you, will you ... etc. 

Individuals who are weak should be helped 
individually, and children of weak level 
should not be left behind. 

"Chinese 2” textbooks 
and workbooks 

There are about 150 
new words in Chinese 2. 

Foundation stage 2 Year 3 Study  "Chinese 3". 
Further strengthen the 
study of Chinese 
Pinyin; my family, my 
birthday, and learn 
Tang / Ancient poems, 
read texts, recite 
certain sentences; 
understand the 
structure of Chinese 
sentences; proficiently 
use polite language 
and classroom 

(Refer to the teaching activities above) 

Continue to learn to listen, speak, read, 
think of key points, and write. Teacher 
should strengthen students’ reading ability. 

students should be able to recognize, speak 
and write basic Chinese characters and 
learn to make sentences, to write new 
characters with radicals, and to have simple 
situational dialogues with teacher or 
classmates. They should be able to 
accurately use the sentence patterns 
learned in the text, for example: "I can ... ", 

 "Chinese 3” Textbooks 
and Workbooks 

There are about 160 
new words in this volume for 
students to learn and 
remember. 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

language . “I cannot…” 

Have a solid 
foundation and 
gradually expand 
knowledge 

Year 4 Study "Chinese 4".  

 In addition to the 
content of the textbook, 
understand the 
seasons and climate; 
learn fairy tales and 
Tang / Ancient poems; 
understand some of the 
places of interest in 
China; learn fairy tales 
(politeness, 
wisdom) + diary entry 
format 

Start practicing to recite the passages in the 
text, or key sentence patterns, etc. Students 
with good proficiency can be encouraged to 
recite the full text. 

Can recognize, speak and write commonly 
used Chinese characters and learn to make 
sentences, learn to retell stories, and briefly 
describe the content of the text. Learn the 
format of Chinese letters and practice 
writing letters. 

Similarly, teachers should arrange some 
interesting teaching games. 

"Chinese" Book IV and 
Workbook 

Students start learning to write 
Chinese letters. There 
are about 160 new words in 
this volume. 

Teachers should carefully 
correct students' homework. 

Have a solid 
foundation and 
gradually expand 
students’ 
knowledge 

Year 5 Study "Chinese 5".  

In addition to the text, 

Continue to study 
Chinese places of 
interest, learn fairy tales 
and idioms, ancient 
poems; learn how to 
look up new words in 
dictionaries, + Chinese 
food culture and 
traditional Chinese 
medicine: Li Shizhen 

Students continue to strengthen and 
improve the four skills, recite ancient 
poems, and teacher encourages students to 
learn to write Chinese poems, and gradually 
improve students' Chinese cultural 
knowledge. 

In addition, students are encouraged to tell 
stories, activities and learning from the 
previous week, etc., to strengthen their 
ability to speak Chinese. 

Recognize, speak, and write commonly 
used words and sentences, learn the format 
of diaries, paragraphs, and letters; master 
the method of using a dictionary; learn to 
retell stories. 

"Chinese 5 Textbook 
and Workbooks, and 
basic writing formats 
and techniques 

Students start learning to write 
short essays, diary entry, etc. 
This book has a total 
of about 170 new words for 
students to learn and 
remember. 

Teachers should carefully and 
carefully correct students' 
homework, especially students' 
work. 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

Expansion and in-
depth stages 1 

Year 6 Study "Chinese 6".  

Learn idiom stories, 
stories of historical 
celebrities, teach 
Chinese food culture; 
traditional Chinese 
festivals; learn fable 
stories and folk stories 

(Refer to the requirements for Grade 5 ) 

Students can understand, acquire, and 
express the content of learning; master the 
writing methods and stories of narrative and 
explanatory texts, writing formats of articles 
and speeches. Start writing a weekly diary 
entry. 

"Chinese 6 Textbook 
and Workbooks"  

And other 
supplementary 
materials (according 
to Topics), and basic 
writing formats and 
techniques 

Teachers should carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially students' diary entry 
and short essays. 

Expansion and in-
depth stages 2 

Year 7 Study Chinese Book 7 

Learning idiom stories, 
my school life and the 
learning life of Chinese 
students, my good 
friends, and Beijing 
Opera Facebook. 

Students continue to understand, express 
and summarize the content of the study, 
master the descriptive text, the writing 
method and diary of the explanatory text, 
the writing format of the short message. 

No less than 3 articles per semester. 
* Grades 7 to 9 are the key grades to 
improve all Chinese skills and an important 
stage for students to lay the foundation 
for VCE . Teachers should strengthen 
training of students in all aspects, including 
writing and a small amount of translation. 

" Chinese 7 Textbook 
and Workbooks" 

Teachers should carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially the students' short 
essays, and help students 
improve in all aspects of word 
use, grammar and essay 
content. 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

Consolidate and in-
depth stage 

Year 8 Continue to use 
Chinese 8 

Learn idioms and fable 
stories; places of 
interest in China; 

Chinese family life; 
Chinese customs; 
zodiac signs 

Can read, understand and express the 
content of learning, continue to deepen and 
master the writing methods of descriptive 
and explanatory texts and the writing format 
of stories, articles and letters. No less 
than 3 articles per semester. 

Teachers should add some practical 
reading materials to students, such as 
Chinese newspapers and magazines. 
Develop towards VCE. Increase VCE vocab
ulary. 

Chinese 8 Textbook 
and Workbooks 

Teachers must carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially the students' 
essays, and help students 
improve in all aspects of 
Chinese, listening, speaking, 
reading and writing 

Consolidate and in-
depth stage, 
gradually 
approaching 

VCE teaching 

Year 9 Introduce Chinese 
education and Chinese 
schools; learn and 
understand Chinese 
historical figures and 
Chinese culture; 
(Chinese drama, 
traditional Chinese 
medicine, etc.) learn 
folk stories and idioms; 
understand some of 
China’s major cities and 
their tourist attractions; 
understand Chinese 
folk Craftsmanship 

Able to listen, speak, read and write 
relevant content of learning, continue to 
deepen and master the writing method of 
the explanatory text. In addition, it 
introduces the characteristics of persuasive 
writing and provides examples, and then 
allows students to practice writing. Help 
students familiarize themselves with the 
format of stories, letters, diaries, and 
speeches. No less than 3 articles per 
semester, laying a good foundation for 
the VCE preparation class. 

Appropriately increase Chinese-English 
translation skills and exercises. 

Chinese 9 textbooks 
and workbooks 

  

Teachers must carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially the students' 
essays, and help students 
improve in all aspects, ie. Use 
of words, sentence structures, 
and content of the essay 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

VCE Prep  

establishes  

VCE foundation 

Year10 Study related topics: 
My hobbies; Earth —
 our only home; my 
ideals; major cities and 
tourist attractions in 
Australia; major cities in 
China, demographics, 
economic conditions, 
etc. 

Able to listen, speak, read and write 
relevant content and topics of learning, 
master the writing methods of persuasive 
and explanatory texts and the writing 
formats of speeches, reports and magazine 
articles. Appropriately increase Chinese-
English translation skills and exercises. 

The teaching at this stage is to help 
students build confidence, build up courage, 
increase vocabulary, and meet the 
challenges of VCE . At the same time, we 
must also be practical and complete the 
teaching tasks step by step according to the 
requirements of the syllabus. The teaching 
of the VCE Chinese preparatory stage 
should not start too fast or too difficult. As 
much as possible, most students should 
keep up with the teaching progress and 
requirements. In particular, they should care 
and encourage those students who have 
difficulty in learning so that they can adapt 
to the new learning requirements as soon 
as possible. 

No less than 4 articles per semester. 

"Chinese 10 textbooks 
and workbooks and the 
school's own textbooks: 
Chinese textbook for 
Year 10 Students 

Teachers should carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially students' essays, in 
accordance with the 
requirements of VCE in terms 
of words, sentences, 
meanings, writing style and 
text types, to help students 
improve their writing skills 
and pave a solid 
foundation for VCE studies 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

VCE Units 1 and 2 

Expand, 
strengthen, 
consolidate, and be 
familiar 
with all VCE  

requirements 

Year 
11 

Unit 1 & Unit 2 

Training in reading, 
listening, speaking, 
writing and translation 
skills ; master the 
requirements of various 
styles and text types 

Identify Prescribed 
Themes. 

Teaching by themes 

  

According to the new Study 
Designs teaching requirements, let students 
master the writing methods and skills of all 
styles, be familiar with the requirements 
of 21 writing formats, complete and pass 
all SACs according to the requirements , 
and gradually complete the answers to the 
questions in "general conversation", select 
and initially determine " Look at the picture 
and talk about the topic. 

The courses to be completed in Year 11 
are Unit 1 and Unit 2.  Each Unit has 
three Outcomes, and by TASKS and 
SACs assessment.  

Unit1 and Unit 2 examinations are judged 
by the teacher by passing 
or failing . Therefore, the teaching content 
and the form of SAC can be adjusted and 
supplemented appropriately. 

Teachers can transfer part of the teaching 
content of the Year 12 of VCE Chinese to 
the Year 11, allowing the students to enter 
the preparation state in advance, leaving 
enough time for Year 12 teaching and 
reducing the pressure of the students' final 
exams. 

No less than 5 articles per semester. 

Self-edited teaching 
materials 
(trial version ), 
" VCE Chinese Second 
Language Listening 
Teaching Material", and 
"Chinese" advanced 
version and 
other VCE learning 
materials 

Title: " VCE Grade 11 Chinese 
Textbook" (Written by Dr 
Ruilan Yuan) 

Teachers should carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially the students' 
essays, in terms of words, 
content, meanings, writing 
styles and text types, in 
accordance with the 
requirements of VCE, help 
students improve their writing 
skills and pave a good 
foundation for Year 12 studies. 
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Teaching and 
learning Stages 

Grade Main teaching 
contents 

Teaching objectives Textbooks and 
reference materials 

Notes 

VCE Units 3 and 4 

Consolidation, 
proficiency, 
preparation stage 
for external final 
examinations 

Year 
12 

Unit 3 & Unit 4 

Continue and repeat 
the training of reading, 
listening, speaking, 
writing and translation 
skills ; master the 
requirements of various 
styles and writing 
formats, and strengthen 
training research 
questions and answer 
to questions 

(From the second 
semester onwards, we 
will increase the tuition 
time appropriately, 
mainly to help students 
practice general 
conversation and 
"discussion on the 
subject of looking 
at pictures and talking." 

  

  

  

In accordance with the new Study 
Designs teaching requirements, further 
proficient in the knowledge and skills 
learned, memorize the answers to common 
dialogue questions, and the answers to the 
questions of the research topics, complete 
and pass all SACs, proficiency exam skills, 
and prepare for the VCE exam. 

The teaching of grade 12 is actually 
only three semesters. The teacher tries to 
complete all SACs in 
these three semesters so that students can 
concentrate on preparing for the oral exam. 

The teaching focus of this grade should be 
on coping with the exams, training students' 
test-taking ability, so that students can exert 
their actual level as much as possible, and 
strive for good results. 

Teachers should analyse each student’s 
proficiency in the class, help them 
individually if necessary and strive to make 
every student get the best results they 
deserve.  

The school's own 
textbooks and 
other VCE materials att
ached by the teacher. 

Textbook Title: " VCE Grade 
12 Chinese Textbook" (Written 
by Dr Ruilan Yuan), and other 
teaching materials prepared by 
the teacher 

Teachers should carefully 
correct students' homework, 
especially students' essays, in 
accordance with the 
requirements of VCE in terms 
of words, sentences, 
meanings, writing styles and 
text types, to help students 
improve their writing skills 
and get ready for the final 
VCE exams. 

  

In addition, the teacher should design various teaching activities according to the teaching content and the level of the students, mainly to improve 
the students' interest in learning, and gradually improve the students' Chinese level. If you encounter problems in teaching, report to the principal 
after break or after class. 


